
 

 

 

 

The  
Gordon 

Our mission is to assure high levels of learning for all students. 
The Gordon Way: Be Safe, Be Respectful, Be Responsible, Build Community! 

 

 

 

 

Important Reminders. 

 

A new Procedure for Starting the 

16-17 School Year 

 

For the 16-17 School Year, we are 

asking all families to “check-in” dur-

ing the summer to start the back-to

-school process.  The new Online 

Check-in is part of Family Access.    

You will  update your student’s con-

tact  information and complete the 

yearly forms online from your 

home.  
 

 

Keep watching for more information 

and dates about Checking In. 
 

 

April 12th-June 7th: 

Smarter Balanced  Testing  

Window              

 

April 21st: Family Reading Night 

      6:00 PM in the library 

 

May 11th: Family Stem Night 

        6:00 PM in the Gym 

 

May 30th: Memorial Day - 

                   No school  

 

Hello Gordon Families! 
 
Happy Spring!  I hope conferences went well and your spring vacation was restful. 
 
We are in our last trimester of school (hard to believe!) and with that comes a new surge of activities, warm 
weather, and state testing.  Teachers have communicated schedules for grades 3-8 testing so you should 
know the days that they will be in the computer lab.  While we know assessments are an important part of 
measuring students progress for state standards, we know it can be stressful.  It’s a change in routine as 
well as often prompting test or performance anxiety.  Parents can help by providing rest before the testing 
days, sending healthy snacks and water, and offering reassurance that the tests provide helpful information 
to teachers so we can know what students need help learning.  Additionally, teachers will provide breaks, 
reassurance and acknowledgment that this is becoming a normal part of our school routine in the spring.   
 
Read-a-thon Fundraiser! April 25- May 6th!!  Gordon PTA is sponsoring a spring fundraiser which we hope 
you will support!  It’s a fundraiser that can continue financial support of many valued supplemental     
programs for our students at Gordon.  Without support, we are at risk for losing many of the following 
programs:  
 
Accelerated Reading  
Accelerated Math 
IXL Math 
Math Facts  
Lexia (every other year at $3,500) 
Grants for teachers 
Passport ($2,400) 
More.Starfall.com  
STEM Night 
Family Reading Nights  
 
Thank you, parents, for partnering with us and helping us!  If you would like to help, please contact our 
office. 
 
Class Placement for 16-17 schoolyear:  Each spring we start planning for the upcoming school year.  This 
includes planning for balanced classes for optimal learning.  Considerations with equity for each classroom 
(boys, girls, social and academic needs, independence) help create optimal teaching and learning          
environments in which students thrive. Today, you will receive an optional parent input form in which you 
can provide information regarding your child’s learning style, needs and any other pertinent information 
related to placement.  We do ask that you don’t request specific teachers.  Please return this form by May 
6th. 
 
Have a wonderful weekend and enjoy the warm weather!  Let me know of any questions, positive feedback 
or concerns.   
 
Regards, 
Karen Tollefson 

Principal         
Gordon K-5                                                                                                                                                        
Options K-8  
 

 

http://More.Starfall.com


Counselor’s Corner   

Rick Goudzwaard 

 

I’ve been having numerous discussions lately with parents and teachers around the subject of students’ academic 
success. Often times the issue of “poor grades” comes up. Grades, in part, are meant to be a measure of whether or 
not a student is grasping basic academic concepts and can demonstrate them.  It is true that children, like adults, 
learn at different rates and grades can be a reflection of where a child is struggling (or excelling) so appropriate aca-
demic interventions can be developed. It is also true that some students have the capability of doing very well in 
school but have difficulty with getting their homework in which impacts grades. Here’s a piece from Jim Fay, director 
of the Love and Logic Institute. 
 

Poor Grades 

By Jim Fay/Love & Logic Institute 

www.loveandlogic.com 

“There are few things that create more guilt, fear and feelings of failure…for us parents…than seeing our children 

performing poorly in school. Fortunately, we can guide them toward success by employing a solid plan: 

  

Remember that good relationships are the foundation. 

  

The research is clear: Kids who enjoy loving relationships with their parents enjoy more success academically and 

are more likely to avoid high risk behavior like drugs, sex, gangs, etc. 

  

Avoid unwinnable power struggles like the plague. 

  

Learning is something that we cannot make another person do. The harder we try, the more they rebel and the more 

our relationship with them suffers. 

  

Model love of learning through "eavesdrop value-setting." 

  

Allow them to overhear you talking with excitement about your own learning. What they overhear is often far more 

powerful than what they are told. 

  

Set aside a time and place for daily learning. 

  

This is a time or place for them to learn by either doing their homework or thinking deeply about it. This time is NOT 

for playing video games, watching TV, playing with friends or siblings, etc. 

  

Use empathy to help them learn from their mistakes. 

  

When our children "learn" by thinking rather than doing, they will obviously get some poor grades. Responding with 

sincere empathy rather than anger makes all of the difference: "I can't imagine how bad it must feel to get that grade. 

I love you. Let me know how I can help." 

  

Teach them to give. 

  

Most importantly, our kids need to learn that it is better to give than to receive. Today, too few make contributions to 

their families in the form of chores… or contributions to their communities in the form of service. Entitlement, low self-

esteem and lack of motivation are the predictable result. 

  

As a psychologist I've studied underachievers. As a child I was one. From this professional and personal experience I 

can assure you that no quick fixes exist. The great news, however, is that we can still enjoy loving relationships with 

our kids and see them grow more mature and motivated. That is if we stay committed to a positive plan”. 

. 



  

 

 

 

 

 

Catherine Arlen’s Windermere office in 

Kingston for hosting artwork by Gordon 

Elementary  students  during Youth Art 

Month.       

Birthday Treats 

 
Please contact the teacher ahead of time to 

make arrangements to bring commercially 

prepared birthday treats to school.  

 

He or she will have a suggestion about the 

appropriate day and time for the treats. 

Important Dress Code 

 Reminder 

With warmer weather arriving soon, 

please assist your child in remembering 

to dress appropriately for  school. 

 Proper Shoes-no flip flops or      

sandals without straps to secure 

them to their feet as they can be 

unsafe on the playground and during 

PE. 

  Halter tops, spaghetti-strap tops, 

tank tops, midriff shirts, bathing 

suits, shorts (shorter then finger-

tips), or other revealing attire are 

considered disruptive to the educa-

tional process, and therefore are 

not permitted. 

Thank you so much for your help! 





PBIS (Positive Behavior Intervention Supports)  

 
  We are back from spring vacation and doing some great new learning, 

as well as some review of prior learning. Teachers reteach and practice 

the school wide expectations at this time of year, so we can all remain 

at our best and focus on learning for the final trimester.  

 

Our school has begun using a terrific new data system called SWIS (School 

Wide Information System). SWIS data from office referrals provides several 

different graphs and data tables to use as we strive to make school improve-

ments with informed, data-driven decision making. Students’ names are not 

shown on the graphs or tables. The goals and action plans our support teams can 

create from this data will benefit the whole school, areas of the school in need, 

and individual students. We are very excited to have this amazing new resource 

here at Gordon.  

 

The April “Aim for the Stars” bulletin board is up and getting lots of great at-

tention! Come on in and see the new honorees’ photos and recognition slips.  

 

If you have questions or comments, please feel free to contact me any time! You 

can also learn more about the PBIS framework at the pbis.org website.  

Go Gordon Explorers!      

 

Sincerely, 

 

Kelly Rosenbach 

Academic and Behavior Intervention Coach 

Gordon Elementary and Pearson Elementary 



 

NONDISCRIMINATION STATEMENT 
The North Kitsap School District does not discriminate in any programs or activities on the basis of sex, race, creed, religion, color, national origin, age, veteran or military 
status, sexual orientation, gender expression or identity, disability, or the use of a trained dog guide or service animal and provides equal access to the Boy Scouts and 
other designated youth groups. Questions or complaints of alleged discrimination can be directed to the district’s Title IX/RCW 28A.640 Compliance Officer Chris Willits, 
Assistant Superintendent, cwillits@nkschools.org (360) 396-3003 and /or the ADA and 504 Coordinator, Lori Kingery, Assistant Director of Special Education, lking-
ery@nkschools.org (360) 396-3072; address - 18360 Caldart Ave NE, Poulsbo WA 98370. 

P.E. with Mr. B. 
 

Spring is in the Air! 
 
I hope you all had a happy spring break!  As the weather improves, and the field begins to dry out, 
hopefully we will be able to get outside for some fun in the sun PE activities.  We look forward to     
capture the flag, football, soccer activities, and some kick ball!  
 
We continue to provide opportunities for all students to be active and successful.  I am happy to say 
that your students know what good sportsmanship is and continue to practice, one of our most        
important learning targets, in PE.   
 
As we begin the last trimester of the year k-2 will be having some fun scooter activities while grades     
3-8 will begin rollerblading the week of April 18th.  Thanks to our generous PTA, Gordon has roller-
blades and protective gear for your kids to use. However, your child may also bring their own roller-
blades, skates, helmets…to use if they wish.  This is a favorite activity of many students.  If you could 
help your child by making sure they wear socks and know what their shoe size is I would really        
appreciate that! 
 
We are fortunate to have the Kitsap Puma Soccer Team stopping by on April 29th to put on two school
-wide assemblies.  K-2 and Options will be from 9:30 to 10:00 and grades 3-8 will be from 10:10 to 
10:40 in the gym.  This is a great group of guys from all over the world that both young and old are 
sure to enjoy!  Parents are welcome to attend, just check in at the office when you arrive. 
 
Attention Girls in grades 5 and up!  NK Boosters VIKING CAMP for VIKING VOLLEYBALL is scheduled 

for June 6-9 from 4:30 to 7:00.  This is a great camp designed for girls of all skill levels that are inter-

ested in playing volleyball.  Contact Tim French, 360 620 0501, for questions and registration. 

 

Mr. “B” 

 





NKSD Mission Statement 

 
 North Kitsap School District in partnership with the community, will provide an  academically  challenging educational  pro-

gram to meet the diverse needs of all students in a safe, nurturing  environment  and empower them to  be competent,  creative,  

compassionate, and contributing 

 citizens. 

 

North Kitsap School District   

18360 Caldart Ave. NE 

Poulsbo, WA 98370 

(360) 396-3000 

School Phone Number: 396-3800      

Fax Number: 396-3950              

Attendance Number: 396-3803  

April 2016 

Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri 

Early Release Day    

every Wednesday 

All Schools 

Elementary 3 pm 

Dismissal 

   1 

4 5 6 7 8 

11 12 

Reading  & Math Labs 

8:25 am 

Intermediate Strings 

8:15 am 

13 

Reading  & Math Labs 

8:25 am 

 

 

14 

Reading  & Math Labs  

8:25 am 

Beginning Strings  

8:15 am 

School Board Mtg. 6pm 

6 PM  

15 

 

18 19 

Reading  & Math Labs 

8:25 am 

Intermediate  Strings 

8:15 am 

20 

Reading  & Math Labs 

8:25 am 

21 

Reading  & Math Labs  

8:25 am 

Beginning Strings 

8:15 am 

Family Reading Night 

22 

 

25 26 

Reading  & Math Labs 

8:25 am 

Intermediate Strings  

8:15 am 

27 

Reading  & Math Labs 

8:25 am 

28 

Reading  & Math Labs  

8:25 am 

Beginning Strings 

8:15 am 

School Board Mtg. 

6 PM  

29 

 

Passport 







Class Placement 

 

2016-17 Classroom Placement Input Form  

 
 

Each spring, our teachers meet and begin student class placement for the upcoming school year. Teachers 
carefully consider the academic, social-emotional needs,  and learning styles  of each student .  We have a  
responsibility to create  balanced classes which will best support the learning of all students.   
 
In an effort to partner with parents, we welcome your input indicating the learning needs you would like 
us to consider.  We ask that you do not request specific teachers.  Thank you in advance for supporting 
our process.  
 
 
Please complete the form and return it to the school office by May 6, 2016. 
 
 
_________________________________  _______________  _________________ 
Student’s Name (Please Print)   Current Grade  Current Teacher 
 
How does  your child learn best? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Please describe  your child’s academic and  social needs. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
If there is a split class , I  would prefer my child: 
      ______not be placed in a  split class 
      ______be placed in a split class  
      ______no preference 
 
 
Please include other input for consideration in placing your child . 


